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FOSSIL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

JEANNE E BURCH BUILDING 

FEBRUARY 11, 2014 

Council present: Jack Lorts, Tom McNeill and Angi Humphreys 

Staff present: Teresa Hunt, William Potter 

Community present:  Linda Philbrick, Mary Mountain, Ree Ann Strepp, June Rollins, Trevor Humphreys, Bobbi Jo 
McBryde, Karen Woods, Sherian Asher, Roger Morehead, Anne Mitchell, Brenda Snow, Dan Robinson, and Brian 
and Kara Anglin. 

Pledge 

First order of business was to accept the resignations of Judy Fessler and Sarah Conaway from the Fossil City 
Council. 

The resignation letter from Judy Fessler was read and Sarah resigned by a phone call. Teresa typed a memo at 
the time of Sarah’s phone call stating that Sarah stated the phone call was her official resignation. Ms. Conaway 
had also contacted Barb Sitton at the County Clerk’s office and notified Barb in a phone call that she was 
officially resigning from the Fossil City Council. Both the letter from Judy Fessler and the phone call from Sarah 
Conaway were on January 15th, 2014. 

Angi Humphreys moved, Tom McNeill seconded: to accept the resignations from Judy Fessler and Sarah 
Conaway from the Fossil City Council. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

Mayor Lorts then stated that the city will now accept letters of interest from anyone who would like to be on the 
council. Letters of interest will be accepted until March 11, 2014 which is the next city council meeting and at 
that meeting it is the intention to fill the two vacant council positions from the residents who have written 
letters of interest. 

Tom McNeill moved, Angi Humphreys seconded: to accept the minutes from the January 14th council meeting as 
written. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

COMMUNITY ISSUES/CONCERNS 

Trevor Humphreys is here representing the Oregon State University Extension Service and 4-H. This year is the 
100th anniversary of the Wheeler County Fair and Rodeo. 

Mr. Humphreys presented the council with a mockup of banners that Oregon State University Extension Service 
is going to have made and Mr. Humphreys is addressing each of the cities in Wheeler County to have these 
banners hung in each city. 

The hope is that these banners will show solidarity throughout the communities in Wheeler County and the 
banners for each city will have an area in the right hand corner that represents something from that community. 
Like for Fossil the picture would be the Court House or a fossil leaf; for Spray maybe fishing on the John Day 
River; and for Mitchell a picture of the Painted Hills. 

The general format will be same for all of the banners throughout the County. Each banner will also have the 
word: Caring, character, competence, connection, contribution, citizen ship, dedication, respect, responsibility, 
strength and volunteer. These words will be accompanied by a photo from the Oregon State University 
Extension and 4-H that will correspond with the word. 

OSU Extension Service is supplying the banners and hangers free of charge with the communities making the 
commitment to have the banners hang in the communities. 

The Council agreed unanimously to hang the banners and is 100% behind the idea. 
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Brian Anglin representing the Schools Education Foundation wanted to publicly thank Mayor Lorts for the letter 
he wrote for the school for a grant of $3500 to enhance the area east of the Grade School into a community 
park and native plant area. 

OLD BUSINESS 

LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

Dan Robinson reported that 102 items have been ordered through the sage program by patrons of our library 
from other libraries throughout Oregon. Our library has loaned out 38 items through the sage program. 

The Library Board had a bake sale last summer and also applied for a grant through the Wheeler County Cultural 
& Heritage Coalition for $300 to help offset the expense of the sage program.   

Mr. Robinson also stated the Friends of the Library were going to become active again and hopefully be able to 
raise some money to help with the expenses of the sage program. 

The program through Experience Works that pays for Ms. Williams to be our librarian is through the end of 
September. Ms. Williams has been on the program for four years at that point and that is as long as the program 
can be extended to an individual.  It is not clear yet if we will be offered the funding from Experience Works for 
someone else to be able to fill the position after Ms. Williams time is up. 

There is a vacancy on the library board. Mr. Robinson requested the council to appoint Lu Snyder to the 
position. 

Tom McNeill moved, Angi Humphreys seconded: to appoint Lu Snyder to the library board. Motion carried by 
unanimous vote. 

The board members at this time are: Dan Robinson, President; Marcia Wichelmann, Vice President, Darlene 
Hopper, Nornie Johnson and Lu Snyder. 

MUSEUM COMMITTEE 

Marilyn Garcia reported that there were 980 guests who signed the register for the 2013 year compared to 1433 
guests in the 2012 year.  Twenty Five volunteers kept the museum open a total of 843.25 hours this past 
summer. Both the museum and Pine Creek School were open six days a week throughout the season. 

Ms. Garcia also requested the council to re-appoint the present board members for the Museum for the 2014 
year: Marilyn Garcia, Pat Hyatt, Sue McClure, Darlene Hopper, Randa Liston, Linda Dunn and Cistie Shaffer. 

Angi Humphreys moved, Tom McNeill seconded: to re-appoint the Fossil Museum Board for the year 2014. 
Motion carried by unanimous vote. 

Mayor Lorts read a letter into the minutes from Carol MacInnes dated January 16, 2014: 

Mayor Lorts and the Fossil City Council: 

I addressed the City Council last Tuesday regarding my community concerns. While discussion 
began calmly and professionally, sadly, it did not end up that way. 

It was not my intent to show disrespect to the City Council or the Mayor during this meeting. I am 
passionate about this community and the success of our City government. I believe that we can 
conduct future business without outbursts. 

I had hoped for a short, civil discussion. I apologize that it did not end up that way. 

Sincerely, 

Carol MacInnes 
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NEW BUSINESS 

Karen Woods and Bobbi McBryde representing the Tobacco program for Wheeler County Public Health, 
requested that the city pass an ordinance to make the Arthur Glover Memorial Park (Fossil City Park) a “Smoke 
Free” park. This would mean that no smoking would be allowed in the park at any time. 

Ms. McBryde reported that Oregon Parks and Recreation Commission adopted today February 11th policy 
restricting smoking at Oregon State Parks and are looking at making beaches smoke free as well. 

The council said they will consider this request and Ms. Wood and Ms. McBryde will come back to the March 
11th meeting and this topic will be discussed more then. 

County Commissioner Anne Mitchell spoke to the council about Economic Development in the County and in our 
cities. The county and the cities are members of the Greater Eastern Oregon Development Corporation (GEODC) 
which is an economic development district and include in this district is Gilliam, Harney, Morrow, Grant, 
Malheur, Umatilla and Wheeler. 

Commissioner Mitchell would like the council to consider approving transitioning to a different economic 
development corporation. The county would like to transition and become part of Mid-Columbia Economic 
Development District (MCEDD). MCEDD currently has five counties that are part of it. Two of these counties are 
in Washington, Skamania County and Klickitat County. Other counties in this corporation are Hood River County, 
Wasco County and Sherman County. Wheeler County already works with most of these counties at different 
times and on different levels, and it would just be a better fit for Wheeler County. 

The council is in favor of this switch but will consider it further for the next month and Commissioner Mitchell 
will come back to the March 11th meeting and a decision will be considered. 

STAFF REPORTS 

The City Recorder requests permission for street closures of Main and First Streets for the yearly car show that 
will take place on Saturday July 5th, 2014 this year. 

The council agreed unanimously for the street closures for the car show. 

Mr. Potter reported to the council that there is a major issue with runoff from the area where the County RV 
Park is down into the property of Richard Martello. This has been an issue for years but needs to be taken care 
of. 

Mr. Potter would like to put in a small culvert and try to divert the water from Mr. Martello’s yard and parking 
area. 

Mr. Potter also requested approval to purchase a 60 gallon spray tank that is on its own trailer and would be 
pulled behind a 4-wheeler and used to spray the weeds at the sewer lagoons; and would also like to purchase an 
assortment of bolts and bins to put in the shop. The bolts and bins will be through Lawson and Lawson will keep 
the bolt supply at the amount of inventory that is requested. 

Council agreed unanimously for Mr. Potter to purchase these items. 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:25pm 

 

 

___________________________                                              _______________________________ 

Jack Lorts, Mayor                                                                           Teresa Hunt, City Recorder 


